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Fans sit under a leTok ad at a baseball game at Yankee Stadium, Apr|| 14, 2023, in New York.
Associated Press

Americans divided on TikTok ban even as Biden campaign joins
the app, AP-NORC poll shows

By HALELUYA HADERO
Associated Press

President Joe Biden's cam-
paign is embracing TikTok
to court younger voters
ahead of the presidential

have mixed views about
whether the video-sharing
app should even operate
in the country.

A new poll by The Associat-
ed Press and NORC Center

finds a three-way split when
it comes to banning the
app, with 31% of U.S. adults
saying they would favor a
nationwide ban on TikTok
use, while 35% say they

action. An additional 31%
of adults say they neither
favor nor oppose a ban on
the social media platform,
which is owned by Beijing-
based ByteDance. Among

least daily, a national ban
would likely be highly un-
popular: 73% say they op-
pose if.
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TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Jan. 31, 2024.

Continued from Front

Talkks of a TikTok ban
reached a fever pitch in
the U.S. early last year af-
ter a series of Western law-
makers, governments and
regulators raised concerns
that a set of Chinese laws
could force the company
fo share user data with
the country's authoritarian
government. Specific evi-
dence of such an incident
hasn't been provided by
the U.S. government or Tik-
Tok critics, who also posit
the platform could be used
to spread propaganda
beneficial to the Chinese
government's infterests or
be used to bury or amplify
certain topics.

TikTok has vigorously de-
fended itself, saying in part
that it has never shared
data with the Chinese gov-
ernment and won't do so if
asked. The company also
has promised to wall off
U.S. user data from its par-
ent company through a
separate entity run inde-
pendently from ByteDance

and monitored by outside
observers. TikTok says new
user data is currently be-
ing stored on servers main-
tained by the software
company Oracle.

The White House is expect-
ed fo announce later this
month new efforts it will
take aimed at protecting
Americans' sensifive per-
sonal data from foreign ad-
versaries, including Ching,
according to a person fa-
miliar with the administra-
fion's planning. The person
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the
plan that has yet to be for-
mally announced by the
White House.

The Biden administratfion
also reaffirmed this week
there is an ongoing review
of the platform by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the U.S., which last
year reportedly threatened
to widely ban the app if its
Chinese owners don't di-
vest their stakes.
Meanwhile, congressional
efforts to enact a broader

ban — including biparti-
san legislation that doesn't
mention TikTok by name but
would give the Commerce
Department the power to
review and potentially re-
strict its use — was stalled
last year amid opposition
from industry and digital
rights groups, as well as
some lawmakers, influenc-
ers and small businesses
who use the platform.

The AP-NORC poll shows
TikTok users — about 170
million in the U.S., most of
whom skew younger —
are less likely to be wor-
ried about the app shar-
ing American users' data,
reflecting a previously felt
generational divide. About
a quarter of daily users say
they are "extremely or very
concerned" about the idea
of the Chinese government
obtaining the personal in-
formation of users, com-
pared to about half of U.S.
adults overall.

"For politicians, it's like a hot
potato," said Dan Ives, a
fech analyst at the finan-

Associated Press

cial advisory firm Wedbush
Securities. "Because in one
way (they) want to sound
tough in front of the micro-
phone. But then the reality
is, it could backfire."

A majority of U.S. adults,
56%, said they would favor
a more limited TikTok ban
on government devices,
such as government em-
ployees' computers and
phones. Such bans have
been implemented by at
least 36 states, the federal
government and some
other countries, as well as
the European Union. About
a quarter of U.S. adults are
neutral on blocking TikTok
from government devices,
while 17% are opposed.
The Biden campaign has
said it is using a separate
cellphone for TikTok fo iso-
late the app from other
communications and was
taking additional steps for
protection. Some Republi-
cans have criticized the de-
cision. Senate Intelligence
Committee Chairman Mark
Warner, a Virginia Demo-

crat, also fold reporters on
Monday that he remained
concerned about the so-
cial media platform.

"We still need to find a way
to follow India, which has
prohibited TikTok," Warner
said. "I'm a little worried
about a mixed message.”
In response to a question
about whether the cam-
paign's use of the app neu-
fralizes security concerns
that have been raised,
TikTok spokesperson Alex
Haurek said, "We're hope-
ful policymakers — of both
parties — recognize the
progress we've made in se-
curing protected U.S. user
data, an effort that has put
us well ahead of any peer
company in this space."
Last year, former Repub-
lican presidential candi-
date Vivek Ramaswamy
joined the app in an ef-
fort to reach younger vot-
ers, despite calling it "digi-
tal fentanyl" that must be
banned. Other Republican
candidates found other
methods to get their mes-
sages on the platform, such
as producing video clips
that could be shared be-
tween apps or working with
conservative influencers al-
ready present on the app.
The poll also found that
about 6 in 10 U.S. adults
— and 41% of daily TikTok
users — are "extremely or
very concerned" about the
amount of fime children
and teenagers spend on
TikTok. A majority of adults,
59%, say they are con-
cerned about the spread
of misinformation on the
app. while about half are
worried about people do-
ing dangerous or illegal
things they see others do-
ing on the platform, some-
thing that is felf less among
TikTok users.

TikTok said last year it was
implementing fime limits
for minors. But those re-
strictions still allow teens to
keep watching content af-
ter they enter a passcode.
The company says it's also
bolstering its work to coun-
ter misinformation by part-
nering with more global
fact-checking  organiza-
tions, among other initio-
fives. This week, TikTok said it
would set up fact-checking
hubs inside the app fo help
counter false information
in the upcoming European
Union elections.]
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Donald Trump fraud verdict: $364 million penalty in New York civil

case

By MICHAEL R. SISAK, JAKE
OFFENHARTZ and JENNIFER
PELTZ

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A New
York judge ruled Friday
against Donald Trump, im-
posing a $364 million pen-
alty over what the judge
ruled was a yearslong
scheme to dupe banks
and others with financial
statements that inflated the
former president’s wealth.
Trump also was barred from
serving as an officer or di-
rector of any New York cor-
poration for three years.
However, the judge
backed away from an ear-
lier ruling that would have
dissolved the former presi-
dent's companies.

Trump lawyer Alina Habba
called the verdict "mani-
fest injustice” and "“the cul-
minatfion of a multi-year,
politically  fueled  witch
hunt.”

Judge Arthur Engoron is-
sued his decision after a
2Vs-month trial that saw the
Republican presidential
front-runner bristling under
oath that he was the victim
of arigged legal system.
Engoron concluded that
Trump and his co-defen-
dants “failed to accepft re-
sponsibility” for their actions
and that expert witnesses
who testified for the de-
fense “simply denied real-
ity.”

The judge called the civil
fraud at the heart of the tri-
al a “venial sin, not a mortal
sin.” But Engoron said the
refusal by Trump and his as-
sociates to admit wrongdo-
ing suggested they would
continue if not constrained.
“Their complete lack of
contfrition and remorse
borders on pathological,”
added Engoron, a Demo-
crat. The stiff penalty was a
victory for New York Aftor-
ney General Letitia James,
a Democrat, who sued
Trump over what she said
was not just harmless brag-
ging but years of decep-
tive practices as he built
the multinational collection
of skyscrapers, golf courses
and other properties that
catapulted him to wealth,
fame and the White House.
Trump’'s lawyers had said

Former President Donald Trump attends the closing arguments in the Trump Organization civil
fraud trial at New York State Supreme Court in the Manhattan borough of New York, Jan. 11,
2024.

even before the verdict
that they would appeal.
James sued Trump in 2022
under a state law that au-
thorizes her to investigate
persistent fraud in business
dealings.

The suit accused Trump
and his co-defendants of
roufinely puffing up his fi-
nancial statements to cre-
afe anillusion his properties
were more valuable than
they really were. State law-
yers said Trump exagger-
ated his wealth by as much
as $3.6 billion one year.

By making himself seem
richer, Trump qualified for
better loan terms, saved
on interest and was able
to complete projects he
might otherwise not have
finished, state lawyers said.
Even before the frial be-
gan, Engoron ruled that
James had proven Trump’s
financial statements were
fraudulent. The judge or-
dered some of Trump’s
companies removed from
his control and dissolved.
An appeals court put that
decision on hold.

In that earlier ruling, the
judge found that, among
other fricks, Trump’s finan-
cial statements had wrong-
ly claimed his Trump Tower
penthouse was nearly
three fimes its actual size
and overvalued his Mar-o-

Lago estate in Palm Beach,
Florida, based on the idea
that the property could be
developed for residential
use, even though he had
surrendered rights to de-
velop it for any uses but a
club. Trump, one of 40 wit-
nesses to testify at the trial,
said his financial statements
actually understated his
net worth and that banks
did their own research and
were happy with his busi-
ness.

“There was no victim. There
was no anything,” Trump
testified in November.
During the ftrial, Trump
called the judge “exfreme-
ly hostile” and the attorney
general “a political hack.”
In a six-minute diatribe
during closing arguments
in January, Trump pro-
claimed "l am an innocent
man” and called the case
a “fraud on me.”

Trump and his lawyers have
said the outside accoun-
tants that helped prepare
the statements should’'ve
flagged any discrepancies
and that the documents
came with disclaimers that
shielded him from liabil-
ity. They also argued that
some of the allegations
were barred by the statute
of limitations.

The suit is one of many legall
headaches for Trump as he

Associated Press

campaigns for a return to
the White House. He has
been indicted four fimes
in the last year accused in
Georgia and Washington,
D.C., of plofting to over-
turn his 2020 election loss
to Democrat Joe Biden, in
Florida of hoarding clos-
sified documents, and in
Manhattan of  falsifying
business records related to
hush money paid fo porn
actor Stormy Daniels on his
behalf.

On Thursday, a judge
confirmed Trump's hush-
money trial will start on
March 25 and a judge in
Atlanta heard arguments
on whether to remove Ful-
ton County District Aftorney
Fani Willis from his Georgia
election interference case
because she had a person-
al relationship with a spe-
cial prosecutor she hired.
Those criminal accusations
haven't appeared to un-
dermine his march toward
the Republican presidential
nomination, but civil litigo-
tion has threatened him fi-
nancially.

On Jan. 26, a jury ordered
Trump to pay $83.3 million
to writer E. Jean Carroll for
defaming her after she ac-
cused him in 2019 of sexu-
ally assaulting herin a Man-
hattan department store in
the 1990s. That's on top of

the $5 million a jury award-
ed Carroll in a related trial
last year.

In 2022, the Trump Organi-
zation was convicted of tax
fraud and fined $1.6 million
in an unrelated criminal
case for helping executives
dodge taxes on exiravo-
gant perks such as Man-

hattan apartments and
luxury cars.
James had asked the

judge to impose a penalty
of at least $370 million.
Engoron decided the
case because neither side
sought a jury and state law
doesn't allow for juries for
this type of lawsuit.
Because it was civil, not
criminal in nature, the case
did not carmry the potential
of prison time.

James, who campaigned
for office as a Trump critic
and watchdog, started
scrutinizing his  business
practices in March 2019 af-
ter his former personal law-
yer Michael Cohen testified
to Congress that Trump ex-
aggerated his wealth on fi-
nancial statements provid-
ed fo Deutsche Bank while
frying to obtfain financing
to buy the NFL's Buffalo Bills.
James' office previously
sued Trump for misusing his
own charitable foundation
to further his political and
business interests. Trump
was ordered to pay $2 mil-
lion to an array of charifies
as a fine and the charity,
the Trump Foundation, was
shut down.

Trump incorporated the
Trump Organization in New
York in 1981. He sfill owns it,
but he put his assefs info a
revocable trust and gave
up his positions as the com-
pany's director, president
and chairman when he
became president, leaving
management of the com-
pany to sons Eric and Don-
ald Trump Jr.

Trump did not refurn to a
stated leadership position
upon leaving the White
House in 2021, but his sons
testified he's been involved
in some decision making.
Engoron had already ap-
pointed a monitor, retired
federal judge Barbara
Jones, to keep an eye on
the company.l
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The Census Bureau is considering how to ask about gender
identity. People have their opinions

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

The U.S. Census Bureau is
thinking about how to ask
about sex. People have
opinions.

Dozens of health officials,
civil rights groups, individu-
als and businesses have
weighed in about how the
statistical agency should
ask about sexual orienta-
fion and gender identity
for the first fime on its most
comprehensive survey of
American life.

An Associated Press re-
view of the 91 written
public comments posted
last month shows them to
be largely supportive of
the proposed additions,
though not without con-
structive criticism.

The proposed questions
geared tfoward people
age 15 and older will be
fested sometime this year.
If given final approval, they
would be the first to directly
ask about these topics on
the American Community
Survey, which already asks
about commuting times,
internet access, family life,
income, education levels,
disabilities and military ser-
vice, for example.

Many who submitted pub-
lic comments said the
proposed questions  will
provide a better under-
standing of the diversity
of LGBTQ+ people in the

A fan holds a flag on Gay Pride night in the second half of an NCAA college basketball game,

Feb. 9, 2024, in Boulder, Colo.

United States at a time
when state legislatures are
limiting what can be dis-
cussed about LGBTQ issues
in public schools and are
moving to restrict the ability
of fransgender people to
change their driver’s licens-
es and birth cerfificates.

“The currently too-limited
data resources stand in
stark contrast to the numer-
ous policy debates and
legislative efforts focused
on these populations,” said
Gary Gates, a refired de-
mographer who studied

LGBTQ+ issues at UCLA.

Gates, however, objected
to wording that would al-
low someone to answer,
“Straight, that is not gay”
for the sexual orientation

question.
“The phrase is patently
offensive,” Gates wrofe.

“Not being gay is hardly
an accurate definifion of a
straight identity. ... Why em-
phasize that they specifi-
cally are not gay? Itis simply
not an adequate descrip-
fion of straight identity.”
The questions should reflect

Associated Press

the constantly changing
language describing sexu-
al orientation and gender
identity particularly among
young people, and some
non-English speakers may
not understand terms like
“heterosexual,” said Do-
vid Ernesto Munar, presi-
dent and CEO of Howard
Brown Health, which pro-
vides health care services
to the LGBTQ community in
Chicago. Others lamented
the lack of categories for
people with intersex fraits
or who are asexual or pan-

sexual. Intersex is an um-
brella term for a number of
condifions where internal
or external sex characteris-
fics aren't exactly like typi-
cal male or female bod-
ies. Asexual people don't
experience sexual feelings,
while pansexual people
are attracted to people re-
gardless of gender.

Rene Coig objected to
respondents being asked
their sex at birth and then
being asked their current
gender. Asking to respond
fo the first question as
“male” or “female” is alien-
ating fo transgender peo-
ple who may not want to
be identified with those la-
bels, said Coig, a doctoral
candidate at the University
of Washington. Others were
disheartened by transgen-
der being separated out as
a category from male, fe-
male and nonbinary in the
gender question instead
of including the opftions
of fransgender man and
fransgender woman.

“It may imply that they are
not ‘male enough’ or ‘fe-
male enough’ to select the
male and female catego-
ries and are instead a third
category of ‘transgender’
thatis distinct from the male
and female categories,”
said Amy Leite Bennett,
an official with Hennepin
County Health and Human
Services in Minneapolis. ]

New York appeals court hears arguments over the fate of the
state’s ethics panel

Former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks during a New
York Hispanic Clergy Organization meeting, Thursday, March

17, 2022, in New York.

Associated Press

By MICHAEL HILL
Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) —
Months after a judge ruled
that New York's ethics
watchdog violated the
state constitution because
it was too independent,
a state lawyer told an ap-
peals court that officials
had the right to create a
corruption-fighting  com-
mission more insulated from
the people it monitors.

The arguments Friday over
the fate of the state Com-
mission on Ethics and Lob-
bying in Government stem
from a lawsuit filed by for-
mer Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
who claims the commission

lacked the constitutional
authority to prosecute him.
Cuomo, who resigned in
2021, is fighting an attempt
by the commission to force
him to forfeit $5 million
he got for writing a book
about his administration’s
efforts during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The commission was cre-
ated in 2022 to investigate
potential ethics and lobby-
ing violations by state offi-
cials, employees, lobbyists
and their clients. The Legis-
lature and Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul replaced a previous
ethics body that had been
widely criticized for not be-
ing independent enough.

Under the current commis-
sion, the governor appoints
only three of the commis-
sion’s 11 members, cannot
force them fo explain their
actions and cannot re-
move them for neglecting
their duties.

A lower court judge ruled in
September that the com-
mission’s  independence
makes it a problem under
the state constitution, since
enforcement of ethics laws
is a power that belongs to
the executive branch.

The ethics commission has
confinued to operate while
the state appealed to the
Appellate Division of the
state Supreme Court.(
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Russia’s prison service says that imprisoned opposition leader
Alexei Navalny has died

By The Associated Press

Alexei Navalny, the fierc-
est foe of Russian President
Vladimir Putin who crusad-
ed against official corrup-
tion and staged massive
anti-Kremlin protests, died
in prison Friday, Russia’s
prison agency said. He was
47 The Federal Penitentiary
Service said in a statement
that Navalny felt unwell
after a walk on Friday and
lost consciousness. An am-
bulance arrived to try to re-
habilitate him, but he died.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov says Putin was in-
formed of Navalny's death
and the prison service was
looking into the deathinline
with standard procedures.
Navalny's  spokeswoman
Kira Yarmysh said on X, the
platform formerly known as
Twitter, that the politician’s
team had no confirmation
of his death so far and that
his lawyer was traveling to
the town where he was
held. Navalny, who was
serving a 19-year sentence
on charges of extremism,
was moved in December
from his former prison in
the Vladimir region of cen-
fral Russia fo to a “special
regime” penal colony the
highest security level of
prisons in Russia above the
Artic Circle. His allies de-
cried the transfer to a col-
ony in the town of Kharp,
in the Yamalo-Nenets re-
gion about 1,900 kilome-

i

Russian opposition activist Alexei Navalny takes part in a march in memory of opposition leader
Boris Nemtsov in Moscow, Russia on Feb. 29, 2020.

ters (1,200 miles) northeast
of Moscow, as yet another
attempt to force Navalny
info silence. The remote
region is notorious for long
and severe winters. Kharp
is about 100 kilometers (60
miles) from Vorkuta, whose
coal mines were part of the
Soviet gulag prison-camp
system. Navalny had been
behind bars since January
2021, when he returned to
Moscow after recuperat-
ing in Germany from nerve
agent poisoning that he
blamed on the Kremlin.
Before his arrest, he cam-

paigned against official
corruption, organized ma-
jor anti-Kremlin protests and
ran for public office.

He had since received
three prison sentences, all
of which he rejected as po-
litically motivated.

In Putin’s Russia, political
opponents offen faded
amid factional disputes
or went into exile after im-
prisonment, suspected
poisonings or other heavy
repression. But Navalny
grew consistently stronger
and reached the apex of
the opposition through grit,
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bravado and an acute un-
derstanding of how social
media could circumvent
the Kremlin's suffocation of
independent news outlets.
He faced each setback
whether it was a physical
assault  or imprisonment
with an intense devotion,
confronting dangers with
a sardonic wit. That drove
him fto the bold and fateful
move of returning from Ger-
many to Russia and certain
arrest. Navalny was born in
Butyn, about 40 kilometers
(25 miles) outside Moscow.
He received a low degree

from People's Friendship
University in 1998 and did a
fellowship at Yale in 2010.
He gained attention by fo-
cusing on corruption in Rus-
sia’s murky mix of politicians
and businesses; one of his
early moves was to buy a
stake in Russian oil and gas
companies to become an
activist  shareholder and
push for transparency. By
concentrating on corrup-
tion, Navalny's work had
a pocketbook appeal to
Russians’ widespread sense
of being cheated, and he
carried stronger resonance
than more abstract and
philosophical concerns
about democratic ideals
and human rights.

He was convicted in 2013
of embezzlement on what
he called a politically moti-
vated prosecution and was
senfenced to five years in
prison, but the prosecutor’s
office later surprisingly de-
manded his release pend-
ing appeal.

A higher court later gave
him a suspended sentence.
The day before the sen-
tence, Navalny had reg-
istered as a candidate for
Moscow mayor. The oppo-
sifion saw his release as the
result of large protfests in
the capital of his sentence,
but many observers attrib-
uted it to a desire by au-
thorities to add a tinge of
legitimacy to the mayoral
election..

Harris repudiates Trump worldview and says the U.S. won’t back

down on Ukraine’s defense

By MATTHEW LEE

AP Diplomatic Writer
MUNICH (AP) — Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris on Fri-
day warned of the dangers
of growing authoritarianism
and isolationism in a not-so-
veiled repudiation of Don-
ald Trump's worldview and
threats to renege on secu-
rity guarantees for NATO al-
lies should he return to the
White House.

Speaking at the Munich
Security Conference, Harris
offered a broad defense of
the Biden administration’s
approach to global chal-
lenges, especially in lead-
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United States Vice-President Kamala Harris prepares to address
the audience during the Munich Security Conference at the
Bayerischer Hof Hotel in Munich, Germany, Friday, Feb. 16,

2024.

Associated Press

ing international support for
Ukraine in its war with Rus-
sia. Her comments came
as the Ukraine risks losing
U.S. support due to con-
gressional dysfunction and
positions taken by Trump
and many of his supporters.
Amid an atmosphere of
deep angst at the confer-
ence that was punctuated
by the news Friday of the
death in prison of Russian
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, Harris said the
United States would not
back down on supporting
democracy and multilater-
alism as well defending in-

ternational rules and norms
from attempts to subvert
them.

“Isolation is not insulation,”
she said. “In fact, when
America has isolated her-
self, threats have only
grown. In these unsettled
fimes it is clear America
cannot retreat.

America must stand strong
for democracy. We must
stand in defense of interna-
fional rules and norms and
we must stand with our al-
lies.”

“"However, there are some
in the United States who
disagree,” she said.
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Brazil's health agents scour junkyards and roofs for mosquitos to
fight dengue epidemic

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The
small feam of state public
health workers slalomed
between auto parts strewn
across a Rio de Janeiro
junkyard, looking for stand-
ing water where mosqui-
toes might have laid their
eggs.

They were part of nation-
wide efforts to curtaill a
surge in Brazil of the mos-
quito-borne iliness of den-
gue fever during the coun-
tfry’s key tourist season that
runs through the end of
February.

Paulo Cesar Gomes, a
56-year-old entomologist,
found some mosquito lar-
vae swimming in shallow
rainwater inside a car bum-
per.

"We call this type of loca-
fion a strategic point” be-
cause of the high turnover
in items converging from all
over, he said. “It's difficult
not to have mosquitoes
here.”

Earlier in the month, just
days before Rio kicked of its
world-famous Carnival fes-
fivities, the city joined sev-
eral states and the coun-
fry's capital in declaring
a public health epidemic
over this year's greater-
than-normal number of
cases of dengue.

Zuleida greets and speaks with municipal health workers and volunteers who are inspecting
the Tabajaras favela for standing water where Aedes aegypti mosquitoes can breed, in an
effort to stop the spread of dengue in the Copacabana neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro, Bratzil,

Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024.

"We had more cases in
January than any other
January,” Ethel Maciel,
head of health surveillance
at Brazil's Health Ministry,
said in an interview with The
Associated Press.

So far this year, Brazil has
recorded 512,000 cases
nationwide, including both
confirmed and likely cas-
es nearly four times more
than those registered in the
same period a year ago.

There have been 425
deaths under investigation
for dengue so far this year,
with 75 confirmed, as com-
pared with just over 1,000
for all of 2023.

Dengue is a viral infec-
tion transmitted to humans
through the bite of infect-
ed mosquitoes. Frequent
rains and high tempero-
tures, which accelerate the
hatching of mosquito eggs
and the development of

Associated Press

larvae, make the famously
hot city of Rio especially
susceptible to outbreaks.

Many who are infected
never develop symptoms,
but dengue can cause
high fever, headache,
body aches, nausea and
a rash, according to the
World Health  Organiza-
tion. While most get better
after a week or so, some
develop a severe form that
requires hospitalization and

can be fatal.

Health workers like Gomes,
equipped with masks and
plastic gloves, meticulously
combed the junkyard on a
hot morning, gently kicking
and shaking piled up auto
parts looking for any trace
of the Aedes aegypti mos-
quito that can spread den-
gue.

Whenever he saw stand-
ing water Gomes grabbed
a hand pipette out of his
bag and looked for lar-
vae, which he collected in
a white plastic container.
Captured mosquitos and
larvae are kept alive and
brought to a city laboratory
fo be tested for dengue.
At locations with positive
tests, health agents spray
the walls with a product
that kills mosquitos and
then monitor the location
for weeks.

Maciel, from the Health
Ministry, said the first warn-
ing about a possible epi-
demic came in September.
Brazil's leading research
institute, the state-funded
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation,
or Fiocruz, came up with
several scenarios indicat-
ing that Brazil could have
as many as 4.2 million cases
this year, up from 1.6 million
in 2023.4

Hong Kong customs arrests 7 in a $1.8 billion money laundering
case linked to transnational crime

By KANIS LEUNG
Associated Press

HONG KONG (AP) —
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Hong Kong customs offi-

cials have arrested seven

people linked to the terri-

Head of Customs Financial Investigation Bureau Ip Tung-ching,
center, Deputy Head Yeung Yuk-man, left, and Divisional
Commander Yu Yiu-wing attend a press conference on a
money laundering case in Hong Kong, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024.
Associated Press

tory’s largest ever money
laundering case, involving
about 14 billion Hong Kong
dollars ($1.8 billion) some of
it linked to a scam case in
India.

The seven local residents,
aged between 23 and 74,
were part of a large-scale
fransnational syndicate
that used various shell com-
panies and bank accounts
to fransfer large sums from
overseas to the city under
the guise of running inter-
national trading business-
es, customs officials said
Friday. One account once
received as much as 100
milion Hong Kong dollars
($12.8 million) on a single
day, they said.

lp Tung-ching, the head

of customs financial inves-
tigation bureau, said 2.9
billion Hong Kong dollars
($371 milion) of the total
was suspected to be linked
to a scam case involving a
mobile application in India.
But she did not say which
application it was.

Some of those arrested
were non-Chinese  resi-
dents of Hong Kong, she
said without giving details.
Authorities  believe the
syndicate received remit-
tances from India in name
of exporting electronic de-
vices, diamonds, gems and
precious metals, Ip said.
Proceeds were then trans-
ferred to bank accounts
in Hong Kong for money
laundering. “These acts of

money laundering provide
protective umbrellas for
the illegal profits of crimi-
nals,” she said.

Law enforcement in Hong
Kong, India and elsewhere
cooperated in carrying out
the operation, enabling its
success, lp said.

Yu Yiu-wing, the bureau’s
divisional commander,
said officers exchanged
inteligence with Indian au-
thorities and found some of
the money came from two
jewelry companies that In-
dian authorities said were
connected fto the scam.

A 34-year-old Hong Kong
resident arrested in late
January is suspected to
be the syndicate’s master-
mind, she said.[]]
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Get it ALL done at Do It Center and Super Do It Center & Groceries

Noord - Sometimes all we need is one place where we can do all our
shopping at once. Well, Do it center and Super Do it Center Groceries
has it all. This is the largest, local owned Do it Center in the Caribbean
and best of all a 100% locally owned family business.

How it all began

It was 1938 when Mr. Eric Ponson started his journey at General Store.
Ponson did not hesitate and decided to buy General Store. Buying a
store and thus going from employee to owner of a business with a debt
of 11.000 guilders was not an easy task.

As the saying goes: “Behind every successful man, is a strong woman”.
In the case of Ponson, this was no different. As General Store progressed
and slowly became successful, Mrs. Irene Ponson, came in to assist
her husband. Irene Ponson is a visionary, she knew exactly where and
how fo invest and within a short amount of time in 1970, General Store
moved to a better location at the Steenweg. This aloud for a lot more
merchandize, products and employees. Supply and demand was as
such, that General Store became the number 1 electrical business. Busi-
ness kept going so well that the location at the Steenweg became too
small and was moved later to Dakota Shopping Paradise and later to
Pedro Gallego Straat. With this move, an expansion was decided upon
and an electronics store in Savaneta was opened. General Store still
being very successful was ready for more growth.

Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and Frans are the fruits of this marriage. Kenneth
and Frans however, decided to further develop their father's legacy
and contfinued with their mother's dream to expand the business. An
expansion not in square feet only, but in merchandize as well. A great
opportunity presented itself when the Ponson family was able to buy
a piece of property across from the airport. In 2007 the Ponson family
moved into their brand new and huge building. Ponson's General Store
now had an electrical department, as housewares department, a paint
department and a hardware department.

After a successful opening and expansion, Kenneth and Frans who in-
herited their mothers vision, decided that General Store was ready for
yet another expansion.With the support of Mr. Tom Barfell and manage-
ment of Do it Best in the States, the construction of Do it Center com-
menced.

Fast forward to today. A Do it Center in Aruba, with more than 50.000
top of the line items for interior as well exterior use, building materials,
STO products and a top of the line grocery store. Perseverance, respon-
sibility, vision and the courage to invest have made Ponson’s General
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Store as successful as it is today.

Super Do It Center Shaba & Groceries

Located in Shaba, Noord. This is the last sibling of the Do It Center family.
Here you will be able to find anything you are looking for. The building is
divided into several departments from home to hardware to groceries.
Everything under one roof.

Groceries? Visit the fully stocked supermarket with fresh fruits and veg-
etables and high class meat selections. Highly known products and
brands are here for you to grab. Every week Do It Center Groceries
offers its weekly special on selected items. Weekly specials are very
popular and a perfect chance for you to buy your favorite products at
areduced price.

Need a home makeovere Do not skip the furniture department “Leen-
bakker”. Here, you will find a divine collection of European furniture,
worldwide known for their modern and stylish features for your bedroom,
bathroom, living room or kitchen. For your garden they have a wide se-
lection of durable furniture specially made for our tropical climate. Take
a walk around and find some treasures. Find the perfect accessory for
your house, fitted for your personality and style. Modern, elegant, retro
industrial, whatever your style is you will definitely find something for your
personal taste.

Do it Center Shaba is open from Monday to Saturday from 8AM to 8PM
and on Sunday’s from 9AM to 6PM.

For more information go to www.doit.aw.]
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Aruban Iegends
Frenchman’s

(Orcmjestad)—lf you ever
plan on taking a group
tour of the island, you may
pass through the French-

man’s Pass in Balashi. The
Frenchman’s pass (known
to locals as “Franse Pas”)
remains a mysterious—and
spooky—road of which its
legend is told from genera-
tion to generation.

Pass

The history of the French-
man'’s pass—and how it got
its name—dates back fo
the colonization era, when
the French ftried to colo-
nize the island, but were
met with an angry mob of
indigenous sefttlers, refusing
fo give up their land. How-
ever, as the French were

bp)bt'a Open daily lOum fo 3IJITI [glE Iruusqum Blvd #47 | 583 5000 | casinoalhambra.com
now has a gombling problem.

heavily equipped with fire
arms, the indigenous set-
tlers began to refreat, and
hid away in nearby caves.
The French colonizers tried
to smoke them out of the
caves, but the indigenous
settlers ended up inhal-
ing foo much smoke and
most died in those caves.
From then on, this passage
was known as Frenchman'’s
Pass, and there have been
many accounts of spirits
roaming the area of Span-
ish Lagoon.

There are many ghost sto-
ries surrounding this areaq,
but one of the most famous
one involves a lonely hitch-
hiker, trying to find a ride
back home in the dark
rainy night.

Sometime after trying to
hitchhike, the man saw a
car approaching, appear-

ing almost ghost-like in the
rain. However, since he
needed a ride real bad,
he didn't think twice and
jumped in. But fo his horror,
he noticed that the there
was no driver in the front.
Paralyzed with fear, he
didn’'t dare to get out, and
the car started to move.

When  approaching a
sharp turn, the hitch hiker
braced for impact, but just
when he though the car
might drive straight off the
road and crash, he saw a
hand appear out the win-
dow and turn the wheel.
For the next few turns, the
hand appeared again. Af-
ter having had enough, the
man decided to jump out
and he ran to Santa Cruz.

Arriving at a nearby bar,
he ordered a drink and be-
gan to tell everyone about

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aruba Tours & Adventures | Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe
Behind The Mask | Juan Valdez Café | Baskin-Robbins
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market | M8 Boutique
Fusion - Piano Wine & Cigar Bar | Shalom Body & Soul Spa
Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More | Twist of Flavors
The Lazy Lizard | Dunkin Donuts | Shalom Hair & Nails Bar
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | Curated Lab

his experience. Everyone
grew quiet, because they
realized he wasn't some
drunk messing around; he
was telling the truth.

Sometime later, two men
walked into the bar and
one of them noticed the
hitchhiker. He called out to
his buddy and said: “Look,
there's the idiot who sat
in our car when we were
pushing it!”

French man’s pass is one
of the few sites on the is-
land that keeps the locals
on their toes. While most
ghost stories may not have
real grounds—or some may
even be a set up story fora
joke, this pass contributes a
lot to our culture of folkloric
story-telling.

Source: visitaruba.com

Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at
the Aruba Beach Club!

The Aruba Tourism Avuthority re-
cently had the great pleasure of
recognizing Emerald Ambassa-
dors of Aruba. These ambassadors
were honored with a cerlificate
acknowledging their years of vis-
its, loyalty, and love for the island
of Aruba.

The honor certification is presented
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism
as a token of appreciation and to
say “Masha Danki” to guests who
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35
years or more consecutively.

The three honoring levels are as

follows:

Distinguished Visitor (10>years
consecutively visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years
consecutively visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years
consecutively visiting Aruba)

Honorees were:

Emerald Ambassador (35> years
consecutively visiting Aruba)

Mr. Leon & Mrs. Susan Mismas from

Connecticut, United States.

Ms. Marouska Heyliger represent-

ing the Aruba Tourism Authority, e
people
. Aruba'’s delicious variety of
foods

J Aruba’s safety

and members of the Aruba Beach
Club bestowed the honor certifi-
cate to the honorees, presented
them with gifts, and also thanked
them for choosing Aruba as their
favorite vacation destination as
their home awayfrom-home.

Top reasons for returning to Arubaq,
provided by the honorees were:

The Mismas’:

. Aruba’s year-round sunny
weather

. Aruba’s nice sandy beach-
es and picturesque sunsets

Aruba’'s warm & friendly
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Aruba’s Bocas: home to the rarest fossil reefs on the planet!

(Oranjestad)—If you've
been to the northern coast
of Aruba dalready, you've
probably noticed how the
ground differs entirely from
the sandy beaches on the
southern part of the island.
These hard surfaces, with
sharp bumps and holes
are actually fossilized coral
reefs, of which its growth
and changes can be
fraced back to the last gla-
cial period.

On May 30 2023, geosci-
entists, Dr. Patrick Boyden
from the Marum research
faculty at the University of
Bremen, Prof. dr. Alessio
Rovere from the Ca' Fosc-
ari University of Venice and

Prof. dr. Gianfranco Scic-
chitano, from the University
of Bari Aldo Moro, present-
ed their research on these
fossilized coral reefs at the
University of Aruba. Their
focus for their research in-
cluded studying the health
and formation patterns of
these coral reefs, and to
investigate how these reefs
have responded and can
respond to fluctuating sea
levels or extreme weather,
like hurricanes and tsuna-
mis.

Through underwater and
land surveillance, and 3D
models of the reefs, they
were able to narrow down
when these formations
started to take place. They

were also able to track the
fluctuation of sea levels
during the past hundred or
even thousands of years,
and the effects that this
fluctuation has had on the
coral reefs of the windward
side of Aruba.

These findings can certainly
put things info perspective.
The ground on which we
have walked many times
in the northern part of the
island hold such rich history,
history that dates back to
a time that most of us can-
not even imagine. As the
scientists themselves have
pointed out, these fossilized
reefs on the windward side
are fruly an incredible and
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rare remnonf of geologl—
cal history, as they provide
a clear view of how these
reefs have formed.

This research is also im-
portant for the future of
coral reefs on the island.
By studying rising sea lev-
els and climate impact on
these coral reefs, we are
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able to take concreTe ac-

fion in protecting and pre-
serving our coral reefs. So, if
you are ever visiting one of
the bocas or driving along
the northern part of the is-
land, please be conscious
to help protect our natural
historical remnant. Oh, and
wear (coral-friendly) sun-
screen!

Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort!

The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the
great pleasure of recognizing Distinguished
Visitors and Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba.
These visitors were respectively honored with
certificates acknowledging their years of visits,
loyalty, and love for the island of Aruba.

The honor certification is presented on behalf of
the Minister of Tourism as a token of apprecia-
fion and to say “Masha Danki” to guests who
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or more
consecutively.

The three honoring levels are as follows:

Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:

Distinguished Visitors

Mr. Dennis & Mrs. Kim Weihs from New York, Unit-
ed States.

Goodwill Ambassadors
Mr. David & Mrs. Bernice Squires from New-
foundland and Labrador, Canada.

Ms. Marouska Heyliger representing the Aru-
ba Tourism Authority, and staff members of
the Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort bestowed the
certificates to the honorees, presented them
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with gifts, and also thanked them for choosing
Aruba as their favorite vacation destination, as
their home away from home.

Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provided by
the Weihs were:

. Aruba’s beauty.

. Aruba’s cleanliness.

J Aruba’s fantastic weather.

J “The Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort!”

. “Friends we have made throughout the
years.”

Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provided by
the Squires were:

. Aruba’s great people.

. Aruba’s warm sunny weather.
. Aruba’s restaurants.

. Aruba’s safety.

. Aruba’s turquoise beaches.

On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we
would like to express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation to the honorees for their contin-
ved visits to the “One Happy Island”.
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites!

(Oranjestad)—Among the
endless sea of dark brown
sand and cacti, there are
two caves hidden in the
outskirts of San Nicolas, in
the north-eastern area of
the island. These caves,
The Quadiriki cave and The
Fontein Cave are open to
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be
sure to visit these prehis-
toric caves...and be sure to
bring a flashlight!

Quadirikiri Cave

Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave
is the most popular cave
among locals and tourists,
as it is easy to walk through
and provides great lighting
for pictures.

As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always
a folk legend that adds to
the lore and mystery of the
site. The Quadirikiri cave
is no different. The most
well-known legend behind
the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love
story, as it tells the tale of
the undying love between
the chief’'s daughter and
her beloved. As legend
would have it, the chief
disapproved of his daugh-
ter's choice of lover, as
he thought him unworthy.
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused
to turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided to

lock her up in the Quadirikiri
Cave, in hopes that she
would soon calm down
and turn away her lover.
Her beloved, in furn, was
locked away in the Tunnel
of Love (Now known as the
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of
Love running up to the
Quadiriki cave, the two
love bird found each other,
and refused to let each
other go. Because of their
stfubbornness, they both
died in the Quadiriki Cave,
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling
of the cave. This is why the
cave has two holes through
which  sunlight  passes
through to illuminate the
chamber.

Though there have been
discoveries of Amerindian
drawing on the wall, these
have mostly been ruined
by vandalism. However,
the Fontein Cave further
up north, provides a better
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave

Longer than the Quadirikiri
Cave, the Fontein Cave
contains pathways that
stfretch to the limestone
walls further down. Here
is also where prehistoric
drawings can be seen.
Though this cave does not
have its own legend, this
was speculated to have
been occupied—or at
least used by prehistoric Ar-

awak settlers on the island
for rituals and other spirituall

ceremonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of
Love

The Huliba Cave, formerly
known as the Tunnel of
Love, was once open fo
the public, and was the
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This
cave had five chambers,
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long
pathways deep info the
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the
carving of the Virgin Mary,
put there for the protection
of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave
has been permanently
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closed for a few years now,
as a way to preserve the
bat population that lives
in the cave. These Long
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of
the island. Though this cave
is no longer accessible 1o
the public, it surely is inter-
esting to learn more about
the history of these caves
and the Awarak fribes that
resided or utilized them.

Do note that these caves
are very dark, humid, hot,
and are inhabited by bats.
Do wear comfortable
clothing and shoes, as the
pathways in these caves
may be rough and bumpy,
and don't forget to bring a
flashlight!
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Did you know about...

Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 1)

(Oranjestad)—Have you ever felt confused
when you're driving on the highways or back-
streets of Aruba? Then we present a simple
guide to some of the basic rules of Aruban traf-
fic, along with some tips for things to look out
for.

Speed limit

Legally, the speed limit on the four-lane high-
ways is 80 km/h. This speed limit also counts
for the main roads that are connected to the
highways. The minimum speed is 50 km/h. Most
people drive around 60 km/h on the main roads
and about 70 km/h on the highways. There are
also areas that indicate a speed limit on a sign;
these are usually around populated and school
areas.

The four-lane highways contain the left-lane,
also known as the “fast” lane for each direction.
Here is where vehicles can drive up to the maxi-
mum speed. However, legally it is not permit-
ted to drive for long periods of time on the left
lane. This lane is primarily designed for drivers to
switch lanes before a roundabout, for example,
if your exit on the roundabout is on your far left.
The general lane to drive in—both at maximum
and minimum speed—is on the right lane.

Roundabouts

Speaking of roundabouts, it is important to
know where you have to enter and drive on
the roundabout to make your exit. A good rule
of thumb is to count the exits starting from your
right side. So, exit 1 would be on your right; exit
2 would be straight ahead; exit 3 would be on
your far left and exit 4 would lead to the road
parcalleled to the one you're on, heading in the
other direction.

Most roundabouts have these 4 exits, so they
are relatively simple. When you're driving on
the four-lane highway, it is important to know
when to switch to the left lane to make your

exit: if your exit is on your far left (exit 3), then
you need to swifch fo the left lane on the high
way before nearing the roundabout so you can
take the path that leads you directly to your
exit. If your exit is on your right or if you're go-
ing straight ahead, you can keep driving in the
right lane of the highway.

It's also important to know that vehicles about
fo enter the roundabout must yield to those al-
ready onit. A good rule of thumb is to look ouft if
someone is coming from your left side.

However, other roundabouts can be quite
fricky fo navigate...

Watty Vos Boulevard (the “paperclip” round-
about)

Probably the biggest roundabout on the island,
the “paperclip” roundabout on the Watty Vos
Boulevard is one of the ftrickier roundabouts
that could—and has—caused confused
among both tourists and locals. However, once
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you take a good look at it, it's fairly simple. The
basis is just the same as a regular roundabout
(left exit? left lane! efc.), but instead of having
four different exits like on a regular roundabout,
now you have two exira; one on the right and
the other on the left side of the roundabout. The
rules don't change at all, you just have to keep
an extra eye open.

Airport roundabout

Ah, yes. The infamous airport roundabout. The
favorite roundabout amongst local, because
of its easy (hard) lanes that never (always)
cause confusion among drivers. Sarcasm aside,
this roundabout can be tricky to enter, espe-
cially when you're driving from the direction of
the airport heading. When you're driving away
from the airport reaching the roundabout,
you'll be faced with three lanes. The far right
lane is to take the exit 1 out heading east (right
lane of highway). The middle exit is used for exit
1 (left lane of highway), 2 and 3. The far left exit
is used to only exit on exit 3 (left lane of high-
way) and 4.

“Las Americas” roundabout

The Las Americas roundabout is located near
the Talk of the Town hotel, west from the airport
roundabout. This roundabout may look like a
regular roundabout—and for the most part, it
is. However, when you are driving from the east
going in the direction of town, please take note
that there are two exits on your right.

When you're driving towards this roundabout,
you'll notice that the road becomes wider, split-
ting into two lanes. The right lane is used to take
the first and second exit on the right. If you want
to exit straight ahead, you must drive on the left
lanel

It's always scary to drive in new places where
the fraffic may look and work differently, but
once you get it right once, you'll get the hang
of it in no time. Additionally, all roundabouts
and roads on Aruba have signs and arrows
painted on the road o help guide you. So take
your time, keep your eyes open and don't for-
get to wear a seat belil
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: TO US, FAMILY

MEANS PUTTING YOUR ARMS AROUND EACH
OTHER AND BEING THERE. — BARBARA BUSH

Simon Waslander:
Navigating the Al revolution

The topic which we wil
be covering the following
months is so broad, potent
and controversial, that it
is difficult to summarize in
even an entire series of ar-
ticles. We are talking about
the Revolution in Artificial
Intelligence, a technologi-
cal frend that will change
every facet of society.

It also gives rise philosophi-
cal questions of the most
profound level. In this first
arficle we try to infroduce
this fopic in a balanced
and broad way, so that we
can navigate these years,
and actually decades, in
a fair and advantageous
way for the whole of soci-
ety.

What is Artificial
gence?

In its most basic form, Artifi-
cial Inteligence (Al) is any
form of “inteligence” that
functions on non-biologi-
cal substrates. Then again,
what science considers as
intelligence is a very com-
plicated topic, to which
we will dedicate an entire
future article.

Intelli-

Al is not a new topic, back
in the 1950s, big thinkers like
Alan Turing and John von
Neuman indicated that |
theory, it should be possible
for a computer to be ‘intel-
ligent’. In the 1980s, the first
‘appetizers’, which was the
algorithm Neural Net was
made by among others,
Marvin Minsky.
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In 2024, we arrive at the
time of Large Neural Nefs,
which are the basis for all
the programs like the fa-
mous ChatGPT. ChatGPT,
impressive as it may be,
is only a small chapter of
what is possible in the com-
ing future.

Why is this revolution so
special?

The modern human's jour-
ney is a remarkable one.
Through our intelligence
and cooperation we have
creaded an extremely high
quality of life compared to
only 200 years ago.

Think of modern medicine,
basic standard of living like
a house, food, communi-
cation through internet,
smartphone, television and
much more.

Books like Peter Diamandis’
“Abundance” and Ramez
Naam’'s “The Infinite Re-
source” go over these top-
ics in detail.

Truly there is still a lot of bad
and a lot that can be bet-
ter, like world wars, interna-
tional and local poverty,
and human and animal
suffering. But if we look at
the Big Picture, humanity
has progressed enormous-
ly. And this is due fo the
fact of ‘intelligence’, in this
case, human.

The promise of Al is that it
can accelerate this prog-
ress in a way that simply is
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not visible for people. Ex-
amples include the cure for
cancer, solar panels for the
price of paper, agriculture
with high levels of quality,
a solution for global warm-
ing, and more.

The human throne

The aspect that makes this
topic scary and profoundly
philosophical is that for the
first fime in history, the car-
dinal status of humanity at
the top of the pyramid is
being called into question.
In the long run, a human
being won't be able to
compete with Al.

On a more academic lev-
el, already in 2005, engi-
neer Raymond Kurzweil in
his book “The Singularity is
Near” touched on this as-
pect of Al

Dystopian movies like “Ter-
minator” and “The Maftrix”
ilustrate the dangers of a
super-Al that can wipe-out
humanity. But all these sce-
narios are in the context of
scarcity, and with a very
badly-made Al, and with-
out any safeguards. At the
Oxford Institute, academ-
ics are thinking on how fo
deal with these kinds of as-
pects.

A less philosophical and
more relevant question is
how human beings are go-
ing to deal with the fact
that there is no longer a
way fo work, in any ca-
pacity. In our ultra-Western
country, where the value of
a human being is equated
with his work, and the sta-
tus this work provides in so-
ciety.

Now, if every form of work
is automated, including
physical work but also
more infellectual jobs like
doctor, lawyer or even
professor, then the human
being needs to find a new
purpose.

Potential for Utopia or Dys-
topia

Now with something so car-
dinal and fundamental as
our position of “World King”
coming into play, we can
easily conclude that Al is
a fopic over which society
needs to deeply reflect. 4
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Sora is ChatGPT maker OpenAl’s new text-to-video
generator. Here's what we know about the new tool

The OpenAl logo is displayed on a cell phone with an image
on a computer monitor generated by ChatGPT's Dall-E text-to-
image model, Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, in Boston.

By WYATTE GRANTHAM-
PHILIPS and MATT O’BRIEN
AP Business Writers

NEW YORK (AP) — The
maker of ChatGPT is now
diving info Al-generated
video.

Meet Sora OpenAl's new
text-to-video  generator.
The tool, which the San
Francisco company un-
veiled  Thursday, uses
generative artificial intel-
ligence to instantly create
short videos based on writ-
ten commands.

Soraisn’t the first fo demon-
strate this kind of technol-
ogy. But industry analysts
point to the high quality of
the tool’s videos displayed
so far, and note that its in-
troduction marks a signifi-
cant leap for both OpenAl
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and the future of text-to-
video generation overall.
Still, as with all things in the
rapidly growing Al space
foday, such technology
also raises fears about po-
tential ethical and societal
implications. Here's what
you need to know.

WHAT IS SORA? CAN | USE
IT YET?

Sora is a text-to-video gen-
erator creating videos up
to 60 seconds long based
on written prompfts using
generative Al. The model
can also generate video
from an existing sfill image.
Generative Al is a branch
of Al that can create
something new. Examples
include chatbots, like Ope-
nAl's ChatGPT, and image-
generators such as DALL-E

How ’ro I

and Midjourney. Getting
an Al system to generate
videos is newer and more
challenging but relies on
some of the same technol-
ogy.

Soraisn’'t available for pub-
lic use yet (OpenAl says it's
engaging with policymak-
ers and artists before of-
ficially releasing the tool)
and there's a lot we Jfill
don’t know. But since Thurs-
day’s announcement,
the company has shared
a handful of examples of
Sora-generated videos to
show off what it can do.
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman
also took to X, the platform
formerly known as Twitter,
fo ask social media users
fo send in prompt ideas.
He later shared realisti-
cally detailed videos that
responded to prompts
like "two golden retriev-
ers podcasting on top of a
mountain * and “a bicycle
race on ocean with differ-
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ent animals as athletes rid-
ing the bicycles with drone
camera view.”

While Sora-generated vid-
eos can depict complex,
incredibly detailed scenes,
OpenAl notes that there
are still some weakness-
es including some spatial
and cause-and-effect ele-
ments.
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $34,000

2 Bed Oceanside $23,000

2 Bed Ocean View $21,500

2 Bed Garden View $16,000

3 Bed Ocean View $29,000
WK 51 Ocean View $60,000
WK 52 Ocean View $60,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside $14,000

2 Bed Ocean View $12,500
2 Bed Garden View $10,000
3 Bed Ocean View $20,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Ocean Front $36,000
2 Bed Ocean View $25,000

1 Bed Ocean Front $22,000

1 Bed Ocean View $14,500

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Ocean Front $18,000
2 Bed Ocean View $13,500
1 Bed ocean Front $14,500
1 Bed ocean View $13,500

** Destination Points $6.00 per
point

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!
We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY, SELL or
RENT any timeshare property.

Contact:
stephanier@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel

www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/
www.facebook com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean

HEALTH

i

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Trupiaal : Tel.583 8560
San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 1141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 15
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
gmerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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Western Conference wheeling and dealing is well underway long
before the NHL trade deadline

By STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Hockey Writer

Rick Tocchet and Rick Bow-
ness were together at NHL
All-Star  Weekend when
news broke that the Win-
nipeg Jets fraded for Sean
Monahan.

Bowness' team made a big
addition less than 48 hours
after Tocchet's Vancou-
ver Canucks acquired Elias
Lindholm, considered the
top center on the market.
“It's a great trade for
them,” Tocchet said. “It's a
great move by Winnipeg,
great move by Vancouver
getting our guy.”

Toss in the Colorado Ava-
lonche signing veteran
winger Zach Parise around
the same time, and the
wheeling and dealing
is well underway in the
Western Conference. And
there's still three weeks left
until the March 8 deadline,
as trade talk picks up and
plenty more movement is
expected.

One thing is for sure: get-
ting through the gauntlet
that is the West has already
gotten more difficult for the
fop contenders eyeing a
run at the Stanley Cup.
“The West is really tight,”
said Nathan MacKinnon,

Vancouver Canucks’ Elias Lindholm passes the puck during the third period of the team’s NHL
hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Vancouver, British

Columbia.

a front-runner for the Hart
Trophy as league MVP two
years removed from lead-
ing the Avalanche to a
championship. “It's wide
open. Hockey's such an
even sport right now with
the parity. Teams are defi-
nitely making some moves.

| don't know what we're
going to do, but | like our
team.”

There's plenty to like about
a lot of teams in the West,
starting with the league-
leading Canucks, who
have not lost more than
two games in a row all sea-

Associated Press

son. The Dallas Stars, atop
in the Central Division, are
legitimate threats along
with Colorado, Vancouver,
Connor McDavid’s Edmon-
ton Oilers and of course
the defending Stanley Cup
champion Vegas Golden
Knights.

“There's a lot of good
teams battling,” Lindholm
said. “Obviously, (we have)
a lot of good players and a
lot skill strength throughout
the whole lineup. Winnipeg
has a great team, too. It will
be fun. Hopefully our feam
can go on and have along
season.”

Getting Monahan certain-
ly boosts the chances of
that for the Jets, who have
won back-to-back games
to steady the ship after a
five-game skid sandwiched
around the All-Star break.
In the second season un-
der Bowness, Winnipeg has
depth, elite goaltending
in Connor Hellebuyck and
plays the hard-nosed style
that's needed in the play-
offs.

"“You see the game prog-
ress from preseason to
regular season, and | think
there's another step from
the trade deadline on and
then obviously the play-
offs,” said All-Star Kyle Con-
nor, who leads the Jets with
19 goals. “It's a completely
different game.

The best that we can (do)
to try to translate our game,
play playoff hockey now,
is only going fo better pre-
pare ourselves for that.”[1

MLB cracking down on obstruction in an

aggressive baserunning

By JAY COHEN

AP Baseball Writer
SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) — Ron-
ald Acuna Jr. and Corbin
Carroll just got a little more

dangerous. Same for Bob-
by Witt Jr., Elly De La Cruz
and the rest of baseball’s
fastest players.

Major League Baseball

Detroit Tigers catcher Carson Kelly catches a pitch in the
bullpen during a baseball spring training workout Friday, Feb.
16, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla.

Associated Press

wants umpires to crack
down on obstruction, and
the commissioner’s office
went over its plans dur-
ing a call with big league
managers this week. The
increased emphasis is only
on the bases and not at
home plate.

The focus is on infielders
who drop a knee or leg
down in front of a bag
while receiving a throw,
acting as a deterrence for
aggressive baserunning
and creating an increased
risk of injuries.

“I think with everything,
they're frying to make the
game a little safer to avoid
some unnecessary injuries,”
Phillies shortstop Trea Turner
said Friday at the team’s
facility in Florida. “The in-
tentions are always good. It

effort to encourage more

comes down to how it af-
fects the players and the
games. I'm sure there will
be plays where one team
doesn't like it or one team
does.” With more position
players arriving at spring
fraining every day, the top-
ic likely will come up more
and more as teams ramp
up for the season.

“We'll touch on that. We'll
show them some video of
what's good and what's
not,” Texas Rangers man-
ager Bruce Bochy said.
“You know, it's going to be
a little adjustment.”

Making obstruction a point
of emphasis fits in with an
ongoing effort by MLB to
create more action. Ob-
struction calls are not re-
viewable, which could lead
to some disgruntled players

and managers as enforce-
ment is stepped up, but it
also means it won't create
long replay deliberations.
A package of rule changes
last season including pitch
clocks, bigger bases and
limits on defensive shifts
and pickoff attempts had
a dramatic effect. There
were 3,503 stolen bases in
the regular season, up from
2,486 in 2022 and the most
since 1987.

MLB changed a different
baserunning rule this off-
season, widening the run-
ner's lane approaching first
base to include a portion of
fair territory. MLB also short-
ened the pitch clock with
runners on base by ftwo
seconds to 18 and further
reducing mound visits in an
effort to speed games.(]
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lowa’s Caitlin Clark wants more focus on team during final stretch
now that NCAA record is broken

By ERIC OLSON

AP Sports Writer

IOWA CITY, lowa (AP) —
More scoring records are
in sight for Caitlin Clark, but
right now the lowa super-
star is looking forward to a
break from the chase.

She passed Kelsey Plum as
the NCAA women's career
scoring leader Thursday
night, putting up a school-
record 49 pointsin a 106-89
victory over Michigan and
running her career total to
3.569.

lowa coach Lisa Bluder
said it was a relief to have
Clark’s pursuit of the NCAA
record end.

“It's been a little bit of a
distraction, but a good dis-
fraction, right2” Bluder said.
“You want these kinds of
distractions for your team.
But at the same fime, it's
time now for us to really
focus on making our team
better and getting ready
for Indiana next week, the
Big Ten Tournament and
the NCAA Tournament.”
With Clark having become
the face of college basket-
ball, the spotlight has been
on the fourth-ranked Hawk-
eyes for a year.

They reached the national
championship game for
the first time, losing to LSU in
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lowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) stands with teammate after being presented with a
commemorative basketball after the team’s NCAA college basketball game against Michigan,
Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in lowa City, lowa.

a game that set a television
viewership record of nearly
10 milion and is remem-
bered for the “you can't
see me"” gesture Angel Re-
ese made toward Clark.

The Hawkeyes drew na-
fional attention again in
October when they played
DePaul in an exhibition at
Kinnick Stadium that drew
55,646, the largest crowd

to ever wafch a women's
basketball game.

And from the start of the
regular season, Clark’s
progress toward the NCAA
scoring record furned into
the narrative.

“"Obviously, getting this re-
cord is fremendous and it
has to be celebrated,” she
said. “There are so many
people who have come

Associated Press

before me and laid such a
great foundation for wom-
en’'s basketball, and that
has to be celebrated, too.
“We're really getting info
the best part of basketball
season.

These are the times when
your team readlly shows
who you are, and | believe
coach Bluder always has us
playing our best basketball

at the end of February and
in March.”

When the Hawkeyes play
at Indiana next Thursday,
Clark will be 80 points away
from Lynette Woodard's
major college basketball
women’s record of 3,649
for Kansas from 1977-81.
The NCAA doesn't recog-
nize that record because it
was set when the Associa-
tion for Intercollegiate Ath-
letics for Women governed
women's college sports.
Assuming Clark breaks Wo-
odard’s record, she will
be within striking distance
of the overall NCAA mark
held by LSU's Pete Mara-
vich, who finished his ca-
reer with 3,667 points. He
amassed his points in only
three seasons (1967-70) be-
cause freshmen of his era
weren't allowed to play on
varsity feams.

Woodard and  Marav-
ich set their records when
there was no 3-point shot in
college basketball.

Francis  Marion’s  Pearl
Moore has the overall re-
cord with 4,061 points
from 1975-79 at the small-
college level in the AIAW.
Moore had 177 of her points
at Anderson Junior College
before enrolling at Francis
Marion.[J

NFL suspends Raiders backup QB Jimmy Garoppolo for violating

PEDs policy

By MARK ANDERSON

AP Sports Writer
HENDERSON, Nev. (AP) —
Las Vegas Raiders backup
quarterback Jimmy Garop-
polo was suspended by the
NFL on Friday for the first two
games of next season for
violating the performance-
enhancing drugs policy of
the league and NFL Players
Association.

ESPN also reported the
Raiders are expected to
release Garoppolo next
month before an $11.25
million roster bonus kicks in.
Garoppolo’sdaysin Las Ve-
gas appeared over at mid-
season when then-interim
coach Antonio Pierce re-
placed him with rookie Aid-
an O'Connell for the rest of
the season. Pierce became

the Raiders’ full-time coach
last month, and the Raiders
also hired Tom Telesco as
their general manager.

The Raiders signed Garop-

i

polo last offseason to a
three-year, $72.75 million
confract when coach Josh
McDaniels and GM Dave
Ziegler were in charge. He

Las Vegas Raiders quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (10) is shown
before an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos,
Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas.
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previously quarterbacked
the San Francisco 49%ers,
making an appeadrance in
the Super Bowl and two in
the NFC championship.

But Garoppolo threw sev-
en touchdown passes and
nine interceptions this sea-
son with a 77.6 quarterback
rating, opening the way for
O’'Connell to take over.
Garoppolo said after the
season he wanted fo be
able to play again some-
where.

“I'm pretty open,” Garop-
polo said at the time. "A
lot of things are out of my
control. I've had situations
like that before, so as a
player, you've got to roll
with the punches a little bit.
Whatever happens, | think
it all happens for a reason.

You've got to make the
best of your situation.”

The Raiders still have major
decisions to make at quar-
terback.

O’'Connell could keep the
job after going 5-4 under
Pierce, or Las Vegas could
look to upgrade through
free agency, a frade or this
year's draft.

“There hasn't been a lot
of years I've been the un-
questioned starter going in,
so I'm used to competing,”
O’Connell said on Jan. 25.
"l had to compete to get
to this spot that I'm in. |
also think it would be right
to have competition in this
league.

It's the NFL. If's the best of
the best, soit's my job to try
to keep my job."]
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